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next day; where Sir Henry Goodricke began a discourse, and I seconded, setting forth the reasons of our incapacity to serve the King with the militia, without another lord-lieutenant, under whom we might lawfully serve, meaning as being a Protestant, and at the same time subscribed a representation of our condition to his Majesty. I knew how ungrateful this would be to the King, and therefore gave him private notice of the intention of it, to prepare him for it, and begged my own excuse for complying in. it, assuring him that now it was also for his service.
October 4. Conies a messenger to purge the corporation to put out the former mayor and aldermen, and to put in others, almost all papists; but it was so lame by mistakes in the execution of it, that it could not be done. The next day I prevailed with the Lord Mayor to call a hall, where I spoke to the assembly half an hour; and so far convinced them of the base practices that had been used against me, and of the injustice of them, that they all seemed to be for me. At which time I also gave them the keys, but made them own it as a courtesy, with condition that they should restore them, whenever I desired them for his Majesty's service. My Lord Fairfax of Gilling, a Eoman Catholic (he was then lord-lieutenant of the North Riding), told me, corning to York, that there was some cause to suspect my lord of Devonshire coming at this time into Yorkshire, and my lord of Danby ; the one came pretending to see his estate, the other to drink the sulphur water at Knaresborough. They both met at Sir Henry Groodricke's and other places, where they conversed often, and the first came to York, where I paid him civilities, and received others from him ; the other I went to see at Sir Henry's, not believing that men of that quality and estate could design anything prejudicial to the Government or dangerous to themselves ; and their carriage appeared very innocent.